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THEMIDDLETEMPLE MURDER
A Detective Story by J. S. Fletcher
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THIS STAIITS THE STOUY
VrnnU Hpaigo, " l'.""'ff London

Jtcspopcr man, returning home from
lUieork late. ""e n'ht cri tolP'c
Vl peering into a vormr of an
JllnmaV. Investigation reveals a

murdered, it seemed. In
man "'"'. i....j ii. ,, ip..um '" "i,, pochei HenchHandler. King's
Walk. Temple. London." lireloi, n:

.. v. ,,.. imf Jttmio Ac man, .
s- -

l

fftr man had rendered as
?V.m !!rbrK.'' Jlrrrcnved hut
,H. vinilor. a i wv ruaiu ...,.

,MsU and m'" fro"x a hnndful. i

"..'. i... 4n.i.irl Anii. A man sit- -

Zo vest to Mabur,( while lobbying
in the owe t Commons, tells of

hi, excitement on the appearance of
man irith a gray beard

hX imore, U.I'. They left
the House tpnether. The hotel keeper
,ioin Spargo a shining piice of stone

diamond found mhisioom. and
ihr ii niter testifies to havmp seen n

number of these stones on Marbim, s

Ubk ichile Alllmbrv was vntltiw hmi.
Aulmoic is visited and admits to
Torino Uou.ii Me dead man a number

back, and to his visit theo years
right before. AvUnoic.l daughter,

Jciie. is cngagid to marry ftieton,
,rho ii the adopted son of a Mr.
Hlnhiek. also an attorney, hatnburg,
vj fieolland Yard, is narking on the

flsr inM Npaigo.
Snaigo recches a visil from .. I'f

Utilrst. secretary to n safe deposit
iBJiiniil, icao tells him that Marbmy

n,( rented a safe from him and
a small leather bos therein,

iemarking at the time. "That bjt is

safe iitfir. Il.it its been snjer. It s

h(tu buried - and deep down, too for
mnnii and many a year." "I)id you

'him tehat he meant.' asl;ed
diiaigo. "Oh, no. not at (,"

Mycrst. "Then you missrd one
of the finest opportunities I ever
Itaid of." said Spargo.

(AND IIKIU5 IT C0NTINU1CS)

PAUSIjU. iw !f it were not worthHV,while to continue, mid turned to
li.ttlibun. who was regarding hlui with
ainiiivnicnt.

"Look hpre, Itathbury, ho sairl.
'In it pnsnibk to Ret that bpx opened ?"
"It'll liac to bo opened." nusei-e-

Kathbury. "It's got to be open-- ,
ril. It piobably contaios the clue we
want. I'm coin; to ak Mr. Myerst
here to go with me jii"t now to take
the fust stcpi about hainK it oneued.
I .hnll have to get an order. We may
jd the matter thiough today, but at
any rate we'll have it done tomorrow
tno'rniug."

"Can J oil arrnngc for me to be present
when that comes off?" nsVed 'Sparco.
"ou can (ertaiu? TliHt's all right
nathbiir.. Now I'm off. and j.ou'11

nn? me up or roine round if you hear
and I'll do the same by vou."

And without further word. Sparfto
went miiikh away, mid just as uiiiklv
icturned to the Watchman office. Tliere
the assistant, who nnu neen 10111 on 10
wait upon his orders duriug this new
ciutade. met him with a busiuess card.

"This gentleman came in to see jou
bojt an hoti ago, Mr. Rpargr)." he

nil. "lie thinks be can tell vou some-thi-

about the Marbury iiflTair. and Ii"
said that as he couldn't wait, neriiuns
joud step round to his place when you
camo in."

Ppargo took the card and read :

Mr. James Criedir. .

Dealer in Philatelic Rarities,
L',021, Strand.

Bpargo put the card in his wnistcoat
pocKet and went out again, vonuenng

,whv M . James Criedir couliU not.
would not. or did not call himself a
dealer in rare postage stnmps. and so
live plain I.nglisli. He went up Fleet
street nud oon fou'd UiVshnn indi'-ate-

on the card, and his first glnuee at its
uterior showed that whatever bufiness
mieht have heen done bv Mr. Criedir in
the past at that establishment there was
lo be none clone there m the future by
Jiim. for there was newly -- printed bills
in the window announcing that the place
was to let. And inside he found a short,
Pirtlj. eld'rly man who was super-Intende- d

the packing up and removal
ef the !nt of his stock.

Tie tuned a bright, inquiring eye on
the. joiinnlist

"Mr Ciddlr?" said Spargo.
"The sail i. sir," answered the phlla-t'ln- t

"ion arc ?"
"Mr. Spargo. of the Watchman.

lou called on me."
Mr. Criedir opened the door of a tinv

spartnient at the rear of the very little
fjon and motioned his caller to enter.
He followed him in and carefully closedtup door.

."(Had to see vou, Mr. Spargo," he
"id genially. "Take a teat, sir I'm
ail in confusion here giving up busl--

you sec. Yes. I called on you. I
think, having redd the Watchman ac-
count of that Marbury affair, and.hav-m- s

jecn the murdered man's photo-jtrap- n

in our columns, that I can give
,)ou u bit of information."

Material?" asked Spargo. tersely.
Mr. Criedir cocked one of his bright

Ir1!1 '!" ylsitor. He coughed dryly.
lUats for ion to decide whenyouve heard, it." he said. "I should

MJ. eonsidenng everything, that it wasnatenai, Well, it's this I kept open
'intil esterday everything as usual,
Jn Kno.,fatock in tl,p window and so
Zu nnjbody who was passing

v i,?,ri nal"rtt. 1'avc thought that the"" N ZOinP nn. thnnr-- h no o ivinf" ." "' ....... ., mni- -

.j,!1,111';,
i Mr t.rjcdr with failKll

""' won't jou take downhat I've got to tell 31011?"
Snnm..l?kinR !t 'lowu." answered"Every word. In my head."
handp laughed and rubbed his

aoI0" '"l bait1',. "Ah. "". in my
Mtefi j0,'rn.al'StS "M'l tO pi.ll Ollt
KLinnd at the first
Wrtunih, n,lt jo,, modern youlig

f0'" aKrr.''d Spaigo. "Thisintormatioa, now?"
to IV ""i1.1 CMlt- - "we'll'

'h;S',f8,tr,,Ia' afternoon the
Sip licln? Mf"ry came into my

Sprw.al tImc-c- ,a,'t "mc?" asked

OemVnrn!! '" .very minute bv St.OS' ?.ai?is clock' "nswered Mr.
U '' twenty uffidavita

you" ' no Huc, ,va8J Precisely as
thlngli ,sic,ribed Thjm dress,

iii0,'! l hi" Vhol1
,HDCW nR

Uttje boi-S.-

"-
was carrying a

''AVou,0rt $W sai(l "BP'Uo.
'wtieX' oW'Mhloncd. much. worn
in miPin""-- trunk.
a iS',,,", d,,r' CtM- - "About

rn: lti'f,' .ll was ery much
reason, if."l.i ;r ",c lor '""t veryIcwLj'."0 on the ennnfor .n,l

I tmn.L? 'You're a dealer in
IttpKd ,bcEid- - 'I a.'t fc0BetWn 1,ero llk0
W. 'Ifj!!.? sa,tl. unlocking tho

TCke tn. wBaidf8l,arg0' "Whpre

?Ud 011 ? S"rubf.,geveral which he car
out of l,ungi,.?H? took tue

trousers." ii. i -- - """Muuuhtpi, i"f r. Criedir; "Oh.
gentleman I

m to mc to be tM of

I

papers

Z3

at nnv inte there wcro a lot of
g documents on tho top,

tied tip with red tape. To show you
how 1 notice things I saw that the
papers were stained with age, and that
tho red tape was faded to n mere
wasucu-ou- i pink."

Oood-J-goo- d!" murmured Spargo.
"Huecllciitl Proceed, sir.""He put his hand under the top- -
mosi iinpcrs and drew out an enve-
lope," continued Mr. Criedir. "From
the cnvelone he nrndneftr! nn oxoeed.
ingly rare, exceedingly valuable set of
Colonial stamps tho very first ever''v Just come fi'om Australia.'
he. said. 'I promised a young friend of
nine out inerp to sell these stamps for

mm in i.onuon, and as J w(s passing
this way I caught wight of your shop.

lll you buy 'cm, nnd how much
will you gic for 'em?' "

"Prompt." muttered Hnnren.
"He bPcmcd to me the sort of man

who cioesn t waste words," agreed Mr
CriecUr. "Well, there Avas no doubt
about the stamps, nor about their

value. Put I had to explain
10 mm tnnt J was renting Eroin bum-ups- h

that very dnv. and did not fMsh
to enter Into even 11 single deal, and
that, thmefdrc, I couldn't do anything.
'No mutter.' he us, 'I dnre say there
are 11 is ot men 111 your line nt trade
perhaps jou can recommend mc to a
good firm?' 'I could recommend you
to a uo.en ciia-goo- d nrius, 1 an-
swered. 'But I i.n 11 dn butter for von.
'I'll give jou tho name and address of
a private bujer who, I Haven t the
least doubt, will be very clad to buy
that set from jou nnd will give you a
big price.' 'Wilte it dawu.' he says,
'and thnnk jou for j'our trouble.' So
I gave him n bit ot advice an to tbe
Pficc he ought to get. and I wrote the
nntiw nnd ndciie.s.s of tne man l lelerrcd
to on tho back of 0113 of iny cards."

"Whoju uuine nnd nddicss?" asked
Spargo.

"Mr. Nicholas O.irdlcstonc. 2, Pilcox
Kit lies. M 11 R Temnle I.aue." re
plied Mr. Cried! . "Mr. Cnrdlestone
is one of the most enthusiastic and
accomplished phllatnlists in Europe.
And I kuew lie didn't possess that set
of stamp.).

"1 know Mr. Cardlestonc. re
marked Spargo. "It wns ut the foot
of Ins stairs that Murbury was found
muidercd.

"Just said Mr. Ciiedlr. "Which
makes me think that he was going to
.see Mr. Cnrdlestone when he was bet
uiion. murdered and robbed.

Spargo looked fixedly at the retired
stamp-deale- r.

"What, "ruins to seo an elderly gen
tleman iu his looms in the Temple, to
offer to sell him philatelic raiitles at
past midnight?" he said. "I think
not much !"

"All risht." replied Mr. Criedir.
"You think and aigue on modern lines

which aie. of comse, highly superior.
Hut how do jou niTOiiut for my hav
ing ghon Marburj Mr. CardlestoticV
uldri'ss and for hU hiuing been found
dead miirdriod-- al the foot of 's

stall 11 few hours, later?"
"I don't account for it," said

S'nargo. "I'm trjinsr to.
Mr. Ciiedlr made no comment on

hi", lie looked his visitor up nnd
down for n moment: gathered
idea of his' capabilities and suddenly
offeied him 11 cigarette.

Siaigo accepted it with a laconic
word of tli'Mii.s. nnd smoKcd nait-w-

thiousli U In fmv lie spoke .

"Yes." In villi "I'm trjiuc to ac- -

omit. And I shall account. And I'm
much obliged to juu, Mr. Criedir, for
what jou'mj tol inc. -- Now. then, maj
I ask jou n nuestion or two.'

"A thousand!" icspoudrd Mr. Crie-
dir with creat ceninlilj.

"Very well. Did Marbury bay he'd
call on Cardlestoncf

"He did. Said he'd call us soon as
he could that day.

".Have jou told Cardlestone what
jou've just told me?

"I hne. Hut not until an hour ngo- -
011 mj waj back from jour onicc, 111

fact. I met him in Plcet street nnd told
him."

"Had he received n call fioni Mar-
bury?"

"No ! Never heard of or wen the man.
At least, never heard of him until he
heard of the muider. He told me lie
and his friend, Mr. Klpliick, another
philatelist, went to see the body, won-
dering if they could recognize it as any
man they'd ever known, but they
couldn t.

"I know they did," said Spargo. "I
saw 'em at the mortuary. Urn I Well- -
one more nuestion. When Marbuij

.left you, did he put. those btampi 111

his box again, as bcrorc?"
"No." replied Mr. Criedir. "He put

them in his right-han- d breast pocket.
and he locked up his old box, nnd tfent
oil swinging it in his left hand.

Spargo went away down Fleet stiect,
seeing nobody. He muttered to himself.
nnd he was still muttering when he got
into his room at the office. And what he
muttered was the same thing, repented
over and over again

"Sir hours six hours six hours!
Those-si- x hours !'

Next morning the Watchman came
out with four leaded columns of

news about the Marbury case,
and right across the top of the four
ran a heavy double line of great capi-
tals, black and stnrlng :

Who Saw John Marbury Between 15:13
P. M. and O.lfi P. M. on the Day
Preceding His Murder?

CHAPTER X
The Leather Bo

Ht,XHtiill spargo wa3 sanguine
enough to expect that his staring

headline bring bim information
of the sort he wanted was a secret which

I m "41f kept to himself. That a good many
,.Mt

t

great

would

thousands of human beings must have
set eyes on John Marbury between the
hours which Spargo set forth in that
headline was certain; the problem was

What particular owner or owners of
a pair of many pairs of those eyes would
remember him? Whv hhonld thev re
member him? Walters and his wife
had reason to remember hlra ; Criedir
had leason to remember him; so had
Mycrst ; so had William Webster. Hut
betweeu a.quarter past three, when he
left the London and Uuhersal Safe
Deposit, and n nunrter nast nine, when
he sat down bv Webster's, side iu the
lobby of tbo House of Commons, no
body seemed to have any recollection of
nim except Mr. Fiskle. the hatter, and
lie only remembered him faintly, nnd
because Marbury had bought a fashion-
able cloth cap at his shop. At any rate,
by uoon of that! day nobody had come
forjjard with anv recollection nf him.
He must have gone west from seeing
iijerst, Dccauso he bought his cap at
Fiakio's ; he must eventually have gone
southwest, because ho turned up at
Westminster. But where else did ho
go? What did he do? To whom did
he speak? No answer came to these
questions.

"That shows," observed young Mr.
Ilonald Breton, llizlnc an hour nunv In
Spnrgo's rboni nt the Watchman nt thatparticular hour which is neither uoon
nor afternoon, wherein even busy men
do nothing, "that shows how a chap
can go about London as if he were
merely an ant that had strayed into
another ant-hea- p than his own. Nobody
notices."

''Jou'd better go and read up n littleelementary entomology, Breton," said
Spargo. "I don't know much about itmyself, but I've a pretty good idea that
when an ant walks Into the highways
and byways of u colony to which

belong ho doesn't Burvlvc his
intrusion uy many seconds.

(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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